“Virginia Law Enforcement: A Commitment to Community.”

There is little empirical evidence that proves crime will ever cease from existence. Crime seems to be everywhere in our society but what is important is how we as citizens help prevent crime. There are and always will be times when the focus of crime prevention will fluctuate. Recently there has been an increasing awareness about our national security since September 11th, and I contend that the importance of law enforcement at all levels will continue to increase as well. Society seems to direct its focus on the role of law enforcement officers as primarily the source of society protection, but I would suggest there are other valuable roles that are being overlooked if not neglected by the public.


Police and Sheriff’s departments around the nation serve as not only priceless tools for protection but community growth. It is these organizations that are given the most daunting tasks, their duties ranging from resolving domestic disputes and minor traffic violations, all the way up to contending with predators roaming the streets. Ironically, despite the broad range of duties these organizations have to perform, they are often left underpaid and unappreciated. Men and women risk their lives day in and day out, to pursue the safety and tranquility of the communities in which they work and live. This indeed is the most pristine example of commitment and loyalty to society.


It was not until recently when I encountered a personal experience, did I realize how truly committed law officers are to the community. I shadowed officer Joan Jones, a crime scene evidence technician at Suffolk’s local police department, and realized how much work it takes to be an officer of the law. She allowed me to witness a sneak preview of her everyday work as a crime scene technician. She showed me the many cases she has diligently work on for several months at a time until the crime was solved. I was able to see pictures and reports of different crime scenes, and I realized how stressful her job is physically and physiologically. Her job requires her full attention; she is rarely home with her family. She also informed me that the mental strain due to the exposure of such horrifying crimes is very difficult to overcome each night.  Officer Jones is just one of the many officers who volunteer to commit their lives in protecting Virginia.


These dedicated officers like officer Jones, are not forced into the job. There is no lottery or random draft associated with a career in law enforcement. These law enforcement officers chose this lifestyle on their own, which clearly is the epitome of unselfish duty. These men and women obviously do not receive the credit they deserve. The irony of the matter is that I doubt these committed officers would even want the credit. They most likely put on their uniform everyday with the utmost respect for the law and the people, and the authority by which they are granted to uphold the constitutionality of the law. Law enforcement officers have indeed made the biggest commitment to community by taking an oath to be protectors of the law.


Likewise, just as important it is for law enforcement to be committed to community, it is equally important for the community to be committed to law enforcement. A reciprocal relationship between the respective groups is vital for each of their future successes. Quite simply, one cannot function without the other. It is and always should be the mission of the law enforcement to be focused on the needs and services desired by the community, but is imperative the community focuses on those protecting it, as well as abiding the laws. The check and balance type of bond this creates is sure to carry the two halves quite a way into the future. Without law enforcement the world would descend into chaos and there would be no borderline of respect between law protectors and the general public.

